The last quarter has seen a few
changes at the Nature Founda-
tion, with the departure of long-
term Marine Park Manager—Mr.
Andy Caballero—and the welcom-
ing of new Marine Park Man-
ager—Beverly Mae Nisbeth.
Whilst Andy may have left the
Foundation as Marine Park Man-
ager however, he will not be far
away and we are pleased to re-
port that he has accepted a posi-
tion on the Nature Foundation
Board of Directors.

Andy joined the Foundation in
1997, the year of its inception,
straight out of Barry University
where he had just completed a
degree in Marine Biology. He has
worked on numerous  projects
over the years and has worked

consistently with dedication and

enthusiasm, putting in huge
amounts of free time and some-
how managing to maintain an
optimistic outlook through some
very trying times, to help build the
Foundation into what it has be-
come today.

The achievements in conservation
and preservation of St. Maarten's
environment, for which Andy can
be proud of, are numerous and
diverse; from mangrove and
iguana rehabilitation schemes, to
scientific research and monitoring,
education programmes, legislation
and law enforcement as well as
playing an advisory role to gov-
ernment on environmental issues
over the years and taking on the
role of primary contact for many

other environmental organizations
on St. Maarten, in the Caribbean
region and indeed internationally.

Recent projects of note include the
Reef Check programme, where
monitoring of the marine environ-
ment took place in collaboration with
Ocean Care, as well as a project to
install artificial reefs through the
production and use of concrete Reef
Balls.

Andy has also worked on many
terrestrial projects over the years. In
2003, the Nature Foundation con-
structed 2 bird watching cabins in
collaboration with Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines (RCCL) and the Envi-
ronmental Protection in the Carib-
bean (EPIC) group; a project which
is often quoted as an excellent ex-
ample of environmental organiza-
tions working effectively together
with corporate sponsors.

More recently, Andy has worked
tirelessly with Government and
stakeholders of the Marine Park to
create legislation to help protect St.
Maarten’s marine environment and
to provide a platform upon which the
park can be actively and sustainably
managed. Andy also played a role
in the set up of the Dutch Caribbean
Nature Alliance (DCNA), which was
formed in 2005 to act as an um-
brella group for the six islands of the
Dutch Caribbean.

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to publicly thank Andy for all his
work over the years and to wish him
much success in his future endeav-
ors. And, as we say goodbye to a
much admired and respected mem-
ber of staff we look forward to a new
era with our new Marine Park Man-
ager on board. Turn to page two for
a word from the lady herself.
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Coming up ...

Nature 4 Kids Hike: 18th
November

DCNA meeting on St.
Maarten: 22-24th
November
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FOUNDATION NEWS

Dock Maarten Marina
PO Box 863
Philipsburg

St. Maarten, N.A.

Phone: 599-542-0267
Fax: 599-542-0268
info@naturefoundationsxm.org

www.naturefoundationsxm.org

Staff
Beverly Mae Nisbeth
Marine Park Manager

Paul Ellinger
Assistant Marine Park Manager

Dominique Vissenberg
Educational Coordinator

Eseld Imms
Office Manager

Board of Directors

Jan Beaujon — Chairman
Frank Boekhout — Treasurer
Malou Carty — Secretary
Robert Cijntje

Gloria Heyliger

Robert Lawrence

Andy Caballero

With the goal of
bringing children

closer to the
" island’s  nature
M and helping

b8 them to become
| aware of its
beauty and
learn how they
can help protect
it, the Nature
Foundation has
set up a
Kids4Nature
L 2 SLEWER Club. The club
encourages children between the ages of 8 and
11 to attend fun and informative nature activi-
ties. Although the Nature Foundation already
goes to schools to teach children about impor-
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tant environmental issues, this club is espe-
cially for those who want to experience nature
as it still exists on St. Maarten and receive
education on conservation and our local geol-
ogy, plants and animals.

For starters, 3 hikes have been planned, in-
cluding a mangrove-, coastal- and an inland
hike. The activities last a maximum of two
hours, in which three or four guides will always
accompany the group of up to twelve children.
During the hikes there are many breaks in
which we discuss our surroundings. Each
participant receives an activity booklet that
has been especially designed to use during
the hikes.

The first hike took place at Little Bay Pond on
September 16th, with guides Dominique Vis-
senberg, well-known bird monitoring expert

Menno Hornman and biologist Jeffrey Newton
and as can be seen from the pictures, was a
great success all round. To join the next hike on
18th November, call the Nature Foundation to
sign up.
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